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“There is no evil in the world o great that
Ceod cannot e up o moet it 3 corresponding
beauty asd glory which will base it omt of
countenance ', said Joserase BuTies s 1871

May it not B¢ that & Settlement House will
start that Dlare In ™ Exe ' Sereet ¥

The Rt Hoo. Mancanet G, Boxoemip,
1P LD,

OUR STREET

Mm&m;ndahm&mm.m&mdm
press more wrgently upos the Government, Local Authorities sad
all who are sincerely concerned with the homes of the future. An
mtmense new problem has been cremted by the destrection of
Bomes by bombing, which teads sometimses 10 overshadow the
already enormoss probilem of sham dhearance which evisted defore
the war and which was being tackled all (oo slowly,

The pedblication in 1943 of Owr Towne: a Close-apr, & book in
which 3 group of expert socll workens presented their diagnosis
of the town M from which had spreng the evile exposed by the
racwation, drought for the Bt tme (0 the peneral public
knowledge of the conditions wsder which a larpe mass of the popu-
lation was smill condemned 10 live.

with people, and at no point does it imply coiticiem of Local
Authoritses as the Housng sod Public Health Authorities. As a
result of Uhe interest aroused, it has boen decided 10 print i, altering
Ihe mames of strocts and deleting any details by which the ditrict
mught be 100 emily identified.

This anonyseity is adopsed 1o protect 1he iadabitants of the
area, in whose intorocts (he survey was made, and who would
saterally rescnt being used ™' 10 point & moral or adorn a take ™.
It s belleved, however, that in this ssall arca searly all the
conditons which Ow Towns exposed are (Bantrated, and that this
concrete example of the inevitable social consoquences of bad
housing with its accompasying squalor may welully supplement
the lazger study. Tt shows, 100, something of the difficulties facing
Local Awthonties when 10 the effect of the war upoo bowses is
added the effect of the war upon the minds and habits of people.

)



This enquiry was undertalen by the Londoa CET.S. in I3
at the instigation of the Vicar of the Paritsh supposted by an
informal group of youth workers and others immediately con-
cormed with the daily 3 of thas neighboarhood.  [is perpose was
to collect all sthentic and redevam information in order that a
work-a-day pictore might be deawn of the interests and habts
of the people livieg there, the human problems which fece amy
who would help them, asd 10 point the way to remedy,

The arca coversd by the sarvey s in the form of & roagh
rectangle half & mile long aad a quarter of a mile wide, and mos
of it, incheding the worst streets, is within the parish bousdary.
bt correspoods almost exactly with the shaded patch shown o the
sppeopoate map of T .Va&vny'dlmw'-dw
o indicating ~ the mas of umbilied bourets aad others of
simadar incomes **, both above and below the poverty line.

Thia report is based only 10 a slight extent on observation and
slmost entirely on information wpplied with mot encouraging
wholeheartedness by 36 men and women, all cxperts in thew
various spheres and repeesenting many aage of appeoach. ep
the Churches, L.C.C. Children's Care Work, the Employment
mmmmmc.-mmmm
Service, and Education. Their collaboration has hees magnificent.

Goenersl bach ground .

The district ©s bad moeslly asd spiritsally, but probably
typical in this respect of masy bad, but not necomanty poor,
patches still existing in Loodon. Iy amigque feature = that it
containa 3 grie slum Jeading directly off the main road asd
woobscured by the wsual ladyrinth of small steects and alleys.
This s wadoubledly the open sore of the dstnct, radaliag an
inflnence which Sumsimlabes as it gets further from ity sowrce.

A comment by & Police Official is ilaminating: = | have Bad
ﬁmn'nmhmwumlmhclm
shocked to Sad in * Exe * Street a slum, just off the mais road,
aMunWIHMW“

Familics who want t0 leave it often find it difficult to get roces
chsewhere if theie origin is known, and it is SOmMTIMEs BECEMATY

10 graduste via the mext stroct, Vet it muest be emphasized and
borne in mind comistessly that although the area bs small it vanies
comiderably, and much of what follows applies far moce to the
ose 0f two so-called bad strocts than to the rest

The comiisation of traditional sgualor and the proximaty of
betier class people on all sides has the efect of stresung the wense
of wferionty in 1he districe, and of producing in consequence &
type of warped * fellowship ** and wtteely immoral loyalty.

The peevailing characterintics are those of extreme unrebiability,
apathy and irrespoosibility, with & moeal code based on the
atitude ** f you want saything, take it ™,

Andther commentary on the habets of some families i provided
by the sory of the small boy who presented his school teacher with
& large bouquet, and promised another in the aftersoon. Sur-
prised, but gratified, the mistress pressed for information and
discovered that they had come from ** gras’pa ™ who had been
dead for over a week. 1 wan alwo revealed that, in bew of
alersative aoccommodation and with appareat wscoscers, the
mmmm».mmummmmm
srandparent.

Houses and atmophere alite cosatatute 8 tremendomn obstack
10 decent family Ufe, and the fact that some famalies, even in the
o slrcets, spoceed in overcoming their eavironmest is 4 refresh-
ing demsoasteation of domestc grit.

Yet it is geoeraily evident that families, or at least the older
people, are attached 1o the distrsct and resent being orgasined or
moved out &y part of 2 sium clearance sobome, preferrng umply
10 B¢ *“ Jet alone " amoog thelr familiar surrosndizgs, As an
mmpklhu'hmw.dmmlﬁqummn
“Pxg " Strect who were moved 10 & selfcontained Sat of five
rooms & milke away. They had 0o sdea what 10 do with the theee
additional rooms, o sebdet them, Then the privacy of being
w¥contained pot on (heir perves and made them lonely. The
family thereapon threw in 1he sposge and prompily moved back
into three rooms near thewr old home.

Most homes now have a reasonadly kagh iecome, aod although
poverty still exists it is by o measa 3 major probiem at peesent.
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Hoosing and orercrowding

Parts of the area are reported to Save beea condemned before
the war, but 3t i now imposible to prodict whes rebullding will
begia. The sanitstion of ** Exe " Street has caused the Local
Autboritees comuderable anuety in the past and efforts were once

o

made 10 pin respoasbeliy, but with what seccem is 2ot known.
Many families from thes street dave bees moved to sew Maaiopal
Sats o other parts of the boroegh. Thedr presesce in these
seighbourkoods has arowsed conmderable oppostion among the
focal people, who are having demonstrated to them standards of
Lsfe and Dabits of conduct of which they would prefer 10 remain in
\gnorece.

Mont streets have twostonad houses and the ressainder have
theee, but & famaly 1o & Soor has for Jong boen the rule.  In thowe
“oonverted ' houses water s wually available oaly on the
pround Soor and om half laadegs, and s frequemtly
necessary 10 pass through someose clie's livingspace to reach
i In the same way there b only cse lavwtory in each howe,
and where it » shared by several fassilies no voe feels respomible
for cleaning it. Cooking s done peivately by coal range or gan
nng

Though overcrowdamg by Ministry of Healih's stasdards o
by no means peneral, congestion s widespeead xad Incvitable.
Much of it is prodbably volustary, in thet & family’s instinctive
reaction 10 bombuag is 10 beep chose together. A shaking mothes
in & vhesting house must needs bave her children arcusd her,
and the war has taoght all classes 1o accept standards of ™ over-
crowding * and sirlessacss in Bedrooss or wardea's post which
would have beeo unthinkable in pescetime, These very Buman
facvors, plus the scarcity of sccommodation, have obvicusly set
the authorities an iscredibly difficalt problem. Befoee the war
it win comidered smposaible to sy how masy people tived in
“ Exe ™" Strect without an actual comun being taken.  The lew
congested * Bal "' i ikely 10 have 2 living-room without any beds
and posibly two bods in cach bedroom. One has caly a table,
the rest of the available space being occupled by beds, floor
mattresscs and 2 fow drawons, whille two pacents, some young
children and a newly-born bady apparently sleeping ta one room
may be quoted as another example.  Sharing bods Is, of course,
common, and it is seldom that one persom oocupies one bed,
The worst known case Is that of 2 bed being shared by three or
fomr people.
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Parcnts and bomes
hhwhmn&h:ﬂ-mﬁhmm
proeral is the wrespoasibility of the father and the inerum of the
mother, although some of the better mothers bong their children
to the Welfare Centre or attend the Ante-natal Chake. A fair
propoction bring their children 10 the Clisscs or Centres, and
sppoiniments (other thas dental) are wsually kept. Posubly »
quarser of the mothen obtaln cod-liver oll, frest yuices or froe sl
The ssmber of chiMdren per family s sull Jarge, but there i a
tendency 10 avold, if possidie, haviag more thas cae.  For the
most part chaldren are oaly wanted when they are over 14 and can
cam money, and they are well aware of this, Parestal ™ nervy-
poss ', inevitable o such an enviconment, resalts in Rithe effort
boing made 1o trmn childecn, who are alternately spoiled and
spanked.  As escouraging feature i that the standasd of cleash.-
Dess has risea conbderadly durning the past ten years, asd existing
shortoomings are doe larpely 0 lack of washing facilities and the
anraction of vroets as & playground,

A preat many mothers po omt to work, relying on the older
childres bang provided with school dinners, and leaving the
babics ia the care of Day Nurseries or ** Gransy . In fact the
responubility for looking afier the children falls incresusgly on
the granny and the obder childrea. The ocarest nuricry centre
has & waitiag Bat of 100 children, and the seed for more centros
Is great bet in the procews of being met.

Mot homes bave & gramopbone and radio, and in spite of
material squalor about half the parents take a pride in their
bomes,. Where they sie badly kept the camse &s wusally the
hopelenans of keepuag a bome clean in face of the peevailing loose
foor boards, broken bannisters and falling plavier, or possuibly
some cases & low mentad standard, Conssderiag sach » state
of disropair the average bome, though untidy, is seeprivegly
clcan,

The Newly-weds
Most girls marry at abowt 15 or 20 and as & rule their hushands
are from the same disteict; & fiest baby seldom arrives afler 0,

!
’

There w very Mtle cvidence that couples move out of the
neighbourhood inlo betier surroundings, and If they do move
there s & strong teadency for them %0 return 10 live with their
parents. Al the young wives recently interviewed by an aftercare
worker had returncd Because their parents Bved there.  Ouly the
more enlightened type move out snd stay out; it has boen noticed,
for instance, that stany of 1hose connectod with religoos organiza-
toas, by contact with s diflorent stmosphere, have realized for
the firmt time the degradation of their surrosndings.

Ia recent years young married people have improved materially
on their parents, cocouraged by cheap clothes and the influence
of the anema.  But this newly-found swlf-respect is only seporficial
for, although giels may drom atiractively, they continee 80 lack an
inner self-respect or to chango spiritually and morally.

The tragedy of the young wife is 50 ofien the break with
freedom and owtude interesty. such an they are, which oocurs
with the arrnal of the first chedd.  The hushand never realizes the
pyychological problems of pregnancy, and whes she decomes
servy and irritable he goes out alone 10 the public-house or (he
“dog ', and this quickly becomes a habit.  He so longer tries
to be the amusing vompanion of their single days; he retires
resentfully into the routine of domestic Ife, quichly louing even the
ogtward pride of appeamnce. The scene i mow st for the
croation of yet another ' home ™ of the ** Exe ™' Street type, and
in that enviroament another family of childres will grow up true
(o the traditions of the district.  And o {8 continues,

Y vath

Young chehdsen are an undisciphood as one would expect them
10 be in sech & daily covironment, doing whatl they wast to do
with or without parental consent. The Play Contre caters for
boys and girk from S to 14 and provides trained vall, & variety
of activitics and games, tea for 2d., beight siry duildings, and so
rules except that children shall stay there watll closing time at
Tpm.; yet they prefer 1o play s the open streets without restraint
or supervinon, which they resent. The appearsece of ** Exe ™
Street sugpests that it has saflered badly from blast: actually the



damage 10 empty howses is caused by the bunting capacity of boys,
not bombs.  First the wiadows are systematically smandod ;. then
the frumes are levered out and sold as firewood,  The door panch
follow is company with anything che that may be portable, or that
ingenuity can reader portable.  They are of the type that scroam
the firt line of & caral theough letter-bones at Christmastide
before demanding alma for “' the caral singen ™, or that toer
bottor-class districts with bogus collecting boxes,

Afer a rocent registration approsimatcly thirty boys from the
arca were requested to appear for an ipterview, but Jews thaa
25 per cent. presented themselves, and of those who askod to be
pat in touch with youth organizations caly abowt cae or two can
b expeciod 10 follow up the introdections. A member of the
Interviewing Commitios commented, *“ If | see * Coombe * Rosd,
* Avell " Stroet, or * Exe ' Street oo their forms | bsow beforchasd
that sothing much will come of it*”

Al the Schoold, however, most of the childees are quite imelly-
gent but unshie 10 concentrate for more than & very »hort tiow:
X per cent. of the 11-year-olds praduate o secoadary or central
schools cach year. A large proportion of the children are of low
mocal stasdards, but a number of those who have been evacsated
show & marked impeovement.  The lack of coacentration among
the younger children is refiected in the elder, e.g. a number of clab
pith may be playing games with abandon when, on the =stant
aod for no decorasble purpone, they will umply drop whasever
they hodd in thewr hands and flee the room im & mas,

Nevertheless, the friendliness and cheerfulness charactermts
of all young liviag things can be found wp and down our stroess,
no low thas chewhere, and in large quantty. This '~ Bleable-
new "' is probably the will-o'-the-wiip which encowrapes 30 many
youth workers in their efforts 1o Escover or <reate the stabulity
which alone can treak the vicious circle.

Emplayment. Rather moce thas half the sumber of boys and
gith leaving school are antious 80 secure jobs which offer a career,
and the rest are concerned only with the immeodiste peospect of
bigh wages at unvkiliod or sema-loliod work,  Well-pasd repetition
work calllag for listle mental effort s preferred 1o anything

demasding craltsmanship.  In this they are supporied by theie
pareass, for the same ressons.

Approximately half the girls ace eminlied (actory worken and
the redt ere eogaged (n dresumaking and tailosing. or work in
Laundries, shops and ofces.

The boys seems 1o Sivide in muach the same proportion, a Salf
becoming unskilled factory workers, office workers, van boys,
messenger boys, bullders” lbourers, ctc, and the rest adopting
engineeriog as & career,

Working Mows, An enquiry late in 1942 among boys beloag-
ing to the local Y.M.C. A revealed that boys of 14 were working
Oon an average 60 00 0 hours a week.  The average working hosn
throughost the area surveyed are comiderably lew, 8 the followiag
figares show :

Factocy workeny Oy workens

Bayy'sad gubs apged 14 aad 1) : & et mech 44 per wenk
- = » w 1)y, S oper vk 0 per woek

There is & strange difference betwoen these two averages.
One is tempied 10 wonder whether private arrangements saay nol
sometiones be made for overtime that is not oficially recorded.

Girls are mot permitied 10 work on night-shifts, 43 bosrs per
week are the maximum for thow aged 14 and 15, and 40 hours
for ages 16and 17,

Wapes. Occasionally wapes are found 1o be extremely high,
bt again the sverage weekly wages below peovade a corrective:

Girn e

Fectary  Obers Engoseering Factery Baticing  Ovhers
14 peans RN b ™ s ™ MY
B. py ™~ o Pl N L P
Rl AN s n dh LA ™
" - LA - . L1 S L

Eating aod Slevping.  Children are unwinely nourished rather
than undernournhed, the ubiguitious fish and chips and bread and
jam besng the popular dict. Some children take advantage of
school meals bat frequently noed conwderable coaring before they
willl cat unfamiliar food, and. what is more, eat it sitting down »t »
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#s 10 make it wabgue a the experience of all the weifare worken
interviewed, though, for the area as & whole, scxual immorshey
i probably no worse than s 1o be fogad in other similar negh-
bourboods. A large number of peis are already pregnant when
they marry.

Proszitution within the area » not greatly in evidence, and the
twenty known prostitutes living in oo street, for instance, ase
hardesed cases who operate from rocems in the Piccadilly or
Marble Axch arca.  The immodiate vicinity dad a bad reputation
befoce the war, though the women came more from neighbouring
roads than from the survey area,

Although evidence is very dificdt 10 oblsen, there is no dould
in the munds of those workens wpecially concorned with peostitution
that it s assuming grave proportioss, and that the ** problem **
age for girh has dropped in this war 10 12-14 years. As ooe
Juvendle Cowrt mapatrate sasd, “* By 1he timso this type of gicl
reaches 14 abe s often (00 Bardeood 10 be touched permanentdy.
This m confirmed in & general way by the Women Police. Some
of those quite young girls have boen knows 10 charge their chicats
as Nitthe as &4,

The dssturbung feature, however, is not peostitation as sech, but
the attstude of mind which simply does not regard promuscuity as
immoral—a afronted, in fact, at the very suggestion. It is quite
natural for a woman to live with a mun who i not ber busband,
a0d for the hushand, himsell living ks the samse street with another
woman, to drop in once & woek 20 pay for the children, or spend
the woek-end with his wife and bher temporary partser. The
desire to hide swch domsestic conditions often miakes women

refuctant 1o visit the hospital for trestment,

The Parish Church

The church, bleak asd forbidding, was balt 70 years ago for a
congregation of 1000, now represented by an average adult
congregation of 30, The hall is of wmilar type, Nesther can
hogia to compete in atmonphere with the warmth and brightaes
and genceral attractiveness of the cisems foyer at the bottom of
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the road, nor with the aininess and cleanliness of the LC.C.
School. :

T&Mtwionmmbm-whuld
lanlmdmudtmuhmmckm.m
seadily against discouraging conditioes. Nevertheless, the
dwpthuu&amnmhmmhmmwmtu
mnma.wucoaummmmm-m
~-cthMadulkmmbtml’m
mmauwah.mmw-sun
.mw&wmw

msm,m.mmdmmwmn
mmum”mmcm.
but im general the poing is heavy. The Scouts, formed a year ago,
milmmwmhndmwymhhmmm;
an&iomhhhn.uhtndfamomch,mhﬂymm
with scarcely any of the original cast ; when the Bakop of Loodon
came 10 proach, most of the choirboyy, carefully coached in the
Rymns, went 80 the pictures.

C it heniem

The problem posed in this survey is easily seen 1o be 2 double
one.  There is the problem of a hopeless cavironment - but there
Is also the prodlem of the people who are 10 some extent the
product of that esviconment. To clear a slum i3 met difficoelt
10 undo (he effects of penerations of dum-dwelling i another
matier.  The clesrance or rebuliding of ** Exe ™ Street and ils
neighbourhood is a sk for the statutory asthorities, but the
group which initiated the survey has also attemptod to find &
solution for the second part of the problem.

Some of those who live in ™' Exe ™ Street omce moved out of it
Mhumm&k.dmwummudnu
lhmdmtomwapotbym&uﬂu-m&ty-a
with in their attempe.  Othery, the great majority, are those whose
inertia has prevested them from any move.  No scheme 10 rebouse
them will ever succoed weless they themselves co-operate im it,
Just as all attempts 10 improve the children by better education and
mmwumm*mmmymm

.

Slams result from the acceptance of standards delow thone of
decent living conditions.  They cas oaly be fisally abolished whee
that acceptasce s no loager forthcoming, when people actively
demand om their omn behall proger standards of sanitation,
kving-spdce and amenitics, and when they are ready to make
we of every opportunity provided. As a fiest sep sowands this
they must be helped 10 realize their own potentialitics.  This s
being tackied in “ Ese " Street by the well-tried method of the
Residentaal Settiement.,

A house han boon bought near the centre of the aren in which
will live a Warden and 2 small seam of social worken, whose
principal aim will be w0 cablisk friendly coetact wath thar
ncighbours and 1o provide for them a oentre 10 which they can
turn for help and poidance of all kinds,

Not far asay premeses have 2l been secered in which clubs
for both chuldren and adults can be opened. The Scttlement
workers will a1 Srat be resposible for the running of these clubs
and their cont will be borne by the Settloment, but evemtually it i
hoped that & fully self-goverming Community Association will
develop, able to shoulder its own responsibilitics, fmancal and
otherwise, To carry out this two-fold scheme a Council is being
set up whine membenshup will include representatives of local
Charches and voluntary organizations, clecied repecsentatives of
the Clubs, and u pumber of co-opted members, The Scttlemont
will be entirely non-denommnstional asd i membership will
always Be open to thone of any faith or of none.

B o hoped that this doubde approach may achicve the end of
heiping the people of ** Exe ' Street 10 fit themsclves o sise their
oppoctunity when reconstruction reaches them, »0 that is this
instance st least the tragedy of the ** slum-chearance ** estate which
itaclf becomes 4 pew slum may be avoided. The Setthement i
providing them alvo with the means 10 take that initiative into
iheir own hands aa soon as they are ready for i,  These efforts,
bowever, cannot secceed unless they are supporiad by 2o improve-
ment in physscal conditions,

This Servey is pristed in the bope that it may quicken the
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imagination of some of those who are beginning to forget the
shock they received from Owr Tawnr and who, by readiag this
sxount of the way ia which some thogsands of people in one
London dmtrict have been condemned 1o live. may be moved 1o
find out eader what coaditions some of their own neghbours
may be hiving.

o




